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Now that you have some knowledge about formulating research questions and hypotheses, it's time to select your topic! 

Your topic can be any topic that you have explored in other courses or it can be a new topic. The topic that you choose will be the focus of your research efforts throughout the remainder of this course, so make sure that you are interested in it and have some personal experience with the topic. Remember that the topic should lend itself to an AR study--something that you would like to learn more about or change in your own practice. Once you pick your topic, you should begin your search the library databases for related empirical articles.  You will need to include at least four (4) articles in the literature review section of your research plan.  One of the research articles must provide a different perspective or contradictory finding from the other three articles.  In addition, you must include a mix of quantitative, qualitative, and/or mixed methods studies. 

In upcoming modules, you will use the AR cycle pre-step through step 2: planning action as you research and plan research on your individual topic of interest.  You will review journal articles and develop a research plan. If you choose a topic you care about, you will find the research process much easier and more fun.  Important - you will NOT carry out the individual research plan.

In this module, you will post a draft of your topic, purpose, why the topic is important to you and a question you have about the topic.  Your draft will be revised in upcoming modules.  If you have any concerns about your topic, please contact your professor for additional feedback.

Topic:  As with your team AR project, your individual MMAR process begins with a selection of a research topic.  The research topic provides focus and structure.  The topic should be relevant and of interest to you.  The research topics can be based on personal experiences, observations, or educational theories.  As you develop your MMAR Plan, keep your study simple.  The study should take place within your school and the participants should be from one class, one grade level, or one subject area.  Remember, you NEITHER pilot not carryout this individual MMAR plan.

Purpose:  The purpose of the study identifies the topic and rationale for the study.  Be prepared to revise your purpose several times as you learn more about your topic.  

Why important:  Discuss why your chosen topic is important to you.  What in your experience, reading, or observations has drawn you to the topic?  

Questions:  Identify what key question(s) you have about your topic.  

Questions to guide your focus:  Consider the questions below and use them to guide you as you identify your topic, develop your purpose, describe why the topic is important, and articulate a question of interest about the topic.  
Below are a set of questions proposed by Egbert and Sanden (2014) to help guide you through the process of developing your topic, purpose, importance, and potential research questions:  

· What’s your topic?

· What is your experience with this topic?

· What is it that you wonder about this topic?

· Why do you wonder this?

· What specifically do you want to find out?

· Why is this important?

· What are the main components of your question that you would like to find out?

· Any other important components?

· What theory or theories would help explain your components?  (Note:  You may not know the answer to the theory question at this point in time.  When you do your literature review, you should identify the theories that might also apply to your topic.)

· What will you research question(s) be?

· How will you find answers to your questions?

· What do you expect to find?

· So what?

Adapted from:  Egbert, J & Sanden, S.  (2014).  Foundations of education research:  Understanding theoretical components.  New York:  Routledge, pp.101-102.  
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